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On Wednesday morning, a trim but redundant
three-bedroom rambler was sitting next to the
beach along Ebb Tide Lane, facing Mutiny Bay in
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Freeland. 5593 Harbor Ave, Freeland, WA - 360-331-8282
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A few hours later, it was sitting on blocks in a This 3-bedroom house near Mutiny Bay in Freeland is loaded onto a
storage lot in Everett, waiting for Mr. or Ms. Right. barge to be transported to Everett. An Everett company recycles \I r
! unwanted houses, saving money and the waste of tons of building
¢ Y ~ materials. ﬁl@,
Things could be worse. It might have wound up in Photo courtesy of Nickel Bros. Paint Your Own!
Relax » Croate » Enjoy!
the dump. The Paint qu;-m
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“We're always looking for homes that are going to be demolished,” said Dan Arnold, sales CLICK HERE
and estimating specialist with Nickel Bros. House Moving USA. “We try to save them.” etter ND YOUR
rint DREAM HOME

The owner of this particular house wanted to build a bigger one on the property, but didn’t
want to throw the old one away. He was looking for someone to take it. Along came Follow
Nickel Bros., which prides itself on being a “recycler of houses.” ShareThis
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“Our paths crossed,” Arnold said.

Nickel Bros. (not to be confused with the boat builders) bought the house, loaded it on a barge Wednesday
and floated it over to its Everett headquarters.

The house is for sale for $119,000. It has three bedrooms, 1.75 baths, lap-cedar siding and an electric
forced-air furnace. You want it, you pay to move it.

“It's a nice, clean little house,” Arnold said.
Nickel Bros. has been in the structure-moving business for
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54 years. Headquartered in western Canada, it has three offices there and the one in Everett.

The company as a whole moves or lifts about 300 buildings per year, Arnold said. It has a job on Whidbey
Island “every few months,” he said.
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to find out how

Arnold said building a ground floor is often cheaper by thousands of dollars than building a floor on top of an 1
existing house. tll get }'Olll‘s.

It moves large structures by land and sea. It'll also jack up your house, if you want to build a new foundation
or a new ground level.

He said the company has relocated historic houses that are worth millions, but most of the inventory on its
Web site are listed at less than $200,000. 360'341'6266
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The company Web site lists about 75 houses for all its locations, and 27 in the Everett-Seattle area. Many are
already marked “sold.”

Arnold said there are five houses for sale in the company’s storage lot in Everett, and another parked at a
nearby marina.

Arnold said recycling a house can save tons of building materials from being wasted.

As for the Freeland bungalow: “It was nice to save the house, instead of seeing it smashed up into pieces
and thrown in a landfill.”

South Whidbey Record Reporter Roy Jacobson can be reached at
rjacobson@southwhidbeyrecord.com or 360-221-5300.

COMMENTING RULES: We encourage an open exchange of ideas in the PNWLocalNews.com
community, but we ask you to follow our guidelines for respecting community standards. In a
nutshell, don't say anything you wouldn't want your mother to read. So keep your comments:
Civil
Smart

On-topic

Free from profanity
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We ask that all participants own their words by registering for an account. It's a simple process that
will take seconds and helps keep our comments free of trolls, cranks, and drive-by commenters.

As a community site, we ask that the community help by using the "Flag" button on each comment if
they feel the comment has violated the rules. You can also use the up and down arrows on each

comment to voice your opinion about that particular comment.

Want to tell us something but you don't want it to be public? Talk to us privately.

close()

status via twitter

recent comments (follow comments)
View Profile »

Powered by Disqus - Learn more
closeReblog this comment

Powered by Disqus - Learn more

Please login to comment.

¥ Largest Showroom on

ol Whidbe

About Us| Community Papers|Advertise| Contact Us|Work Here|Terms of Use|Site Map|RSS | © Copyright Sound Publishing. Al rights reserved.

CLICK HERE

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/whidbey/swr/news/34122329. html 11/18/2008



